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New Cycle – Spring One

	Themes:

	BIBLE FOCUS
	Old Testament Stories

	SCHOOL VALUE
	Peace

	FBV FOCUS
	Staying Safe



	Bible verse of the half term:

	
“Do not worry about anything. But pray and ask God for everything you need. God’s peace will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. The peace that God gives is so great that we cannot understand it.”

Philippians 4:6




	Affirmation:

	I am an All Saints Student who values my education.
I will use every opportunity to do my best. 
I will show perseverance and determination, even when things seem hard.
God made me unique and with no mistakes.
Through God’s love in action, together we will achieve.



	Weekly Plan:

	Monday
	Whole School Devotion
Introducing the themes and big questions for the week.

	Tuesday
	Praise Devotion
Creating space to sing and praise together using our school songs.

	Wednesday
	Phase Devotion
Unpacking the themes for the week in more detail. 

	Thursday
	Phase Devotion: 
Hot Topics – covering age-appropriate topics with a time for reflection.
UKS2 supplemented with https://www.thenational.academy/ resources. 

	Friday
	Whole School Celebration Devotion
Rounding off the week with a chance to celebrate success.




	Week 1
WC. 8th January

	Themes: New Year, New Me!

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	
	Training Day

	Wed
	How effective are New Year’s Resolutions?
	New Year Welcome
What did you get up to over the holidays?

Ask the children what it means to make a New Year’s resolution. Ask them if they can tell you some New Year’s resolutions that are commonly made.

Here are the top New Year’s Resolutions: 
1. Do more exercise
2. Eat more healthily
3. Learn new things
4. Lose weight
5. Focus on career
6. Nurture relationships
7. Stop smoking
8. Travel to new places
9. Give to charity

Unfortunately, New Year’s resolutions rarely last past the first week of January. However, even so, resolutions are good because they help us to identify areas that we realize need to change in our lives. Explain that, at the start of the year, we can make good decisions about what clothing we will put on in different situations (coat in the cold, sunglasses in the summer). Likewise, we can make good choices now about the attitudes we will ‘put on’ for the rest of the year. Explain to the children that, at the start of a new year, we have a good opportunity to make decisions about our attitudes for the rest of the year. Encourage the children to make good decisions that will do themselves and other people good in the future. 

In the quietness, let’s remind ourselves that we all make a huge difference to those around us. As we think about the new year, let’s consider what attitudes we want to have this year.
- How do you want to behave?
- How do you want to work?
- How do you want to treat other people?
- What are you aiming for?

	Fri
	How can we be inspired by the story of Kelly Holmes?
	New Years – Goal setting and Role Models
Deliver the assembly below about The Story of Kelly Holmes:
https://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/1609/going-for-goals-the-story-of-kelly-holmes

Think about your small and your big goals. 
How will you make them happen? 
Don’t let doubts get in the way – we all have doubts. Kelly Holmes did. 
Don’t let setbacks worry you too much – Kelly Holmes had several.





	Week 2
WC. 15th January

	Themes: Relationships and Peer Mediation 

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	What is peace?
	What is our value for this half term? Who can remember it? It is Peace!

Show recognised symbols of peace e.g. a dove, a peace sign, an origami crane, the two fingers of peace. 

It you had to describe peace to someone, what would you say?

People have tried to define peace throughout history… Show a picture of Martin Luther King – he said… “True peace is not merely the absence of tension: it is the presence of justice.”

Gandhi said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.”

Show some children’s definitions: “Peace is helping my friends when they need me.” “Peace is when everyone cooperates and listens to each other.”

Think about how you can show peace or look for peace in your daily life. 


	Wed
	How do we solve problems in our relationships?
	Have you ever done something extraordinary for a friend? Have you ever gone out of your way to put others first? How important are relationships to you? Give some examples of how you have been an ‘extravagant’ friend for someone.

Tell the ‘Down through the roof story.’

What feelings did the characters experience throughout the story (sadness at their friend, scared at the way they entered the room, elation when he was healed). Do you think they were pleased at the end?

Reflect on how you can look out for your friends. What can you do to show them that you care?


	Fri
	Who are our peer mediators?
	Introducing the Peer Mediators
Alison to lead

What are peer mediators? Peer mediators = peace makers

Demonstration from Mediators – roleplaying mediation scenarios. 






	Week 3
WC. 22nd January

	Themes: Peace explored

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	Is cooperation better than conflict?
	Conflict Resolution: A tale of two mules

See assembly below from the Quakers Teach Peace Pack:
https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/conflict-resolution-a-tale-of-two-mules-assembly.pdf

Condense where necessary.


	Wed
	Are there any barriers to peace?
	Barriers to peace

See assembly below from the Quakers Teach Peace Pack:
https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/barriers-to-peace-assembly.pdf

Condense where necessary.


	Fri
	Can peace and friendship bridge divides?
	The Christmas Truce

See assembly below from the Quakers Teach Peace Pack:
https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/the-christmas-truce-assembly

Condense where necessary.





	Week 4
WC. 29th January

	Themes: Staying Safe

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	Should you always follow the crowd?
	Don’t follow the crowd
Tell the story of ‘Daniel and the Lion’s Den.’

Reflect on how he was asked to do something that he didn’t feel was right. Did he give in? Did he compromise? He stood up for what he believed in, and ultimately, God protected him because of it.

Reflect – what is important to you? What would you stand up for? Would you risk being thrown into a Lion’s den for it?


	Wed
	Is being influential a good or bad thing?
	Good and bad influencers
What is an influencer? What does the word influence mean?

KS1 – who are your role models? Who are good / bad role models?
KS2 – talk about famous influencers. What are they famous for?

Some people talk about peer pressure – this can be good or bad.
Peer pressure can make you work harder if you see all of your friends around you working hard, or it can make you do something you don’t want to do because you feel like you should or your friends might say something. 


	Fri
	How can bravery help you stay safe?
	The birth of Moses
Tell the story of ‘The Birth of Moses.’

Because of someone else’s evil and unkindness, Moses’ life was in real danger. But, Miriam, Moses’ sister, saved his life, because she chose to be brave. He could have put herself in danger, but she knew what was right and what she should do.

This is sometimes called bravery. Are there ever times when you need to be brave? Sometimes saying no to your friends is the brave thing to do. Sometimes having an opinion is the brave thing to do. Sometimes staying safe requires you to be brave. 

Reflect: There are people around the world who are in situations like Moses was, where they are forced to move or flee because their life is in danger. Show a picture of refugees. Think about your opinion of them. How have they shown bravery? How could we show kindness and generosity towards these groups of people to help them stay safe?






	Week 5
WC. 5th February

	Themes: Spiritual Peace

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	Reflecting on peace and Spirituality
	Reminder of Windows, Mirrors and Doors.

This half term, our value has been PEACE. Use the Windows / Mirrors / Doors to reflect on the peace that we see in the world and in our own hearts. 

Windows – Wows and Ows: 
What examples of peace can we see in the world? Where can you see areas where there aren’t peace? How does this make you feel?

Mirrors – Looking inwards: 
Am I a peaceful person? Am I a peacemaker? What does this tell us about God?
What is God’s vision for the world?

Doors: 
How can you bring peace at home? At school? In your community? In the world?


	Wed
	Who can we celebrate?
	Celebrating Peace
Take the opportunity to celebrate children who bring peace to the classroom. Ask the children to nominate other children who they think embody this value. Ask them to share why they’ve chosen them.

Discuss whether anyone has had peer mediation. Has it worked? How did it make you feel? How are the peer mediators getting on?


	Fri
	
	Celebration Assembly





	Old Testament Stories
	Peace
	Staying Safe

	The Birth of Moses
The burning bush
Crossing the Red Sea
David & Goliath
Daniel and the Lion’s Den
Joseph and his Dreamcoat
Ruth and Naomi
	What is peace?

Symbols of peace
Resolving conflict
Relationships
Spiritual Peace


Peace Pack
The Christmas Truce
	Online Safety
Stranger Danger
Not following the crowd
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