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New Cycle - Autumn One

	Themes:

	BIBLE FOCUS
	Everybody’s welcome

	SCHOOL VALUE
	Contribution

	FBV FOCUS
	Britain



	Bible verse of the half term:

	
“I am sure that neither death or life, not angels or rulers…  not highs or lows, not anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God.”

Romans 8:37-39




	Affirmation:

	I am an All Saints Student who values my education.
I will speak politely and listen to what others have to say.
I will do my best to be a role-model to those around me.
God made me unique and with no mistakes.
Through God’s love in action, together we will achieve.



	Weekly Plan:

	Monday
	Whole School Devotion
Introducing the themes and big questions for the week.

	Tuesday
	Praise Devotion
Creating space to sing and praise together using our school songs.

	Wednesday
	Phase Devotion
Unpacking the themes for the week in more detail. 

	Thursday
	Phase Devotion: 
Hot Topics – covering age-appropriate topics with a time for reflection.

	Friday
	Whole School Celebration Devotion
Rounding off the week with a chance to celebration success.




	Week 1
WC. 11th September

	Themes: New vision series: ‘Welcoming school family’ / Contribution

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	What is ‘Welcome’?
	Recap the new vision statement with the children. Explain that over the next few weeks, we’re going to be unpacking some of the key words that say what we’re about here at St John’s.

Show the phrase ‘Welcoming school family.’

What is welcome? What does it mean to truly ‘welcome’ someone?

Think about the fresh start. Welcoming new people into the class. Your new teacher welcoming you into their class. Can you think of other examples why you might welcome someone? Have you ever welcomed anyone?


	Wed
	Did Jesus welcome everybody?
	Share the story of Zacchaeus the Tax Collector.

Key questions:
How did people expect Jesus to treat Zacchaeus?
How did Jesus defy expectations?
Do you think Zacchaeus deserved to be treated like this?
What does this teach us about God’s welcome?

FBV: Where have you seen examples of a ‘good welcome?’ (think nationally).


	Fri
	How can you contribute to our St John’s family?
	Recap that this week we’ve been looking at the fact that we are a “Welcoming school family.”

What is it that makes a family? 
Talk about family values – things that everybody agrees with and is on the same page about. We are a school family, and we also have family values. Each half term we are going to have a different value that we talk about. 
This half term it is CONTRIBUTION.

What does it mean to contribute? Can you think of any examples?

We believe everybody in this room can be a contributor – someone that gives, that helps, that does their bit. What ways can you contribute to school life? How can you contribute to your classroom?











	Week 2
WC. 18th September

	Themes: New vision series: Children Flourishing / Contribution

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	What does flourishing look like?
	Show pictures that you feel represent ‘flourishing’ (e.g. blooming flowers, happy children, big smiles). What do you think they all have in common? You could describe them all as ‘flourishing.’ 

Flourishing means “growing and developing successfully.’ 

This could be in lots of different ways: Physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually. What does flourishing look like in each of these areas?

What could success look like? Talk about goals / aims / achievements, big or small.


	Wed
	How can we flourish?
	Remind the children what ‘flourishing’ looks like. 

Discuss how we can achieve flourishing – does it just happen automatically?
Think about our value of contribution: in order to flourish, we all have to take part and give something. We can’t just take. We have to play an active part of the family.

Think about a specific goal e.g. becoming an athlete or achieving a pen license. What are the steps to achieving that?


	Fri
	What does a flourishing school look like?
	What do you think a flourishing school looks like? How can we grow and develop successfully together, as a school?

Show some examples of the things that we do at St John’s – all of the spectrum of things we get up to. Do you think this shows flourishing?

Talk about how we all have a part to play. Show the individual jigsaw pieces. On their own, they don’t really look like much, but when they’re all together, each bringing their uniqueness and diversity, they make a beautiful picture.
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	Week 3
WC. 25th September

	Themes: New vision series: Culture transformed / Contribution

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	What is culture?

How can we bring our best?
	Who has seen the word ‘culture’ before? It basically means ‘the way we do things around here.’ 

Our culture at St John’s is really special. You could even call it precious. Show a picture of a butterfly in a hand. It’s something we have to really look after, because not everywhere is like this.

Show our 3 statements.
We bring our best.
We champion each other.
We are family.

At St John’s, we ask everyone to bring their best. Give examples. That means trying your hardest in lessons. Never giving up when things get hard. Believing the best in each other. 

Sometimes we can’t be our best – we might be having a bad day, or not feeling well. But bringing our best means giving the best that we’ve got. That might be 50%, but we can still choose to give that. 


	Wed
	How can we champion each other?
	Show pictures of great champions. Can you name them? What are they famous for? What does it mean to be a champion? What do you think it means to champion one another?

Think about the difference between building people up vs tearing them down. How does that affect people’s confidence?

Discuss a scenario where someone tries their best, and then 2 options could happen – a friend encourages / champions them, or a friend makes a joke / tears them down. Look at how this impacts the person.

Name some practical ways that we can champion each other. 

	Fri
	What does it mean to be a family?
	Remind the children that part of our vision is that ‘We are family.’ That means everyone is included – no body is left out.

Tell the story of ‘The Lost Sheep.’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ry2MaMyvGo

What did the farmer do that would have been shocking?
What does this show us about God’s love?

In God’s family, he cares about everyone. He leaves no one behind.
In our school family, we all contribute. We all have a part to play. 






	Week 4
WC. 2nd October

	Themes: New vision series: Community thriving / Contribution

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	What is our community like?
	What is our community? We have our home, our school, and our beautiful Ladywood community – show pictures that represent Ladywood. Are you proud to call Ladywood your home? Which bits of it make you proud?

How has Ladywood changed over the years? Show some historical pictures.

One part of our vision is that we want to see our community thrive. We want to see all people doing well. Everyone flourishing. 


	Wed
	What are the challenges of our community?
	Ask the children what the challenges are in our community. 

Make the discussion age appropriate – KS2 – Gangs / Poverty, KS1 – Litter, bad houses etc

One of our school values is resilience. Discuss how we can overcome some of those challenges. Do we have something we could contribute? Do we have a part to play?


	Fri
	What is our wider community?

(FBV)
	Show the UK Flag. Does anyone know what this is? Compare it to the flag of England. How are they different? What makes up the United Kingdom flag? Show the different flags of the United Kingdom. 

Quiz the children on some UK fast facts, such as what is the capital of Scotland?

Explain that this week, we have looked at communities we belong to. Show the All Saints logo on the screen. Why is this important? What do you think the different parts of our school logo mean? 

Why do we wear a uniform? Talk about pride and representing our school positively. Finish by showing the UK flag and the school logo. We belong to 2 communities – both are important, but both stand for different things. Many people display a logo they are proud of – England during the world cup, athletes during the Olympics, our school badge…
 





	Week 5
WC. 9th October

	Themes: New vision series: Showing God’s Love in 

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	What is integrity?
	Show the statement ‘We live with integrity.’

What does integrity mean? Show definition: “the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles:”

Why is it important to be honest? Think about how important telling the truth is. Use the marbles in the jar analogy to demonstrate trust. Every time you tell the truth, you put 1 marble in the jar. However, when you tell a lie, the trust is broken, and lots of marbles are tipped out.

Living with integrity means being true to who you are.

	Wed
	How can we be generous people?
	Show the statement ‘We live with integrity.’

Show story of ‘The Widow’s Offering.’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJo6WDxBCRc
Skip video to 37 seconds in. 

What does this story teach us about generosity?

It doesn’t necessarily matter about what you give, it’s the heart behind it. Generosity is a heart choice.

	Fri
	How can we shine brightly?
	Show the statement ‘We shine brightly.’

Adapt the SPCK ‘Are you Shining? assembly as you see fit.

https://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/3780/pause-for-thought-are-you-shining






	Week 6
WC. 16th October

	Themes: New vision series: Our Children – foundations, equip, grow and send out.

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	How can we lay good foundations?
	Show the statement ‘We lay good foundations.’ 

Share the story of the scattered seeds.

This is a little bit like what we do at school. We scatter the seeds, but we can’t control where they land. You have to prepare the foundations – make sure the soil is ready so that the seeds can grow. 

How can you do this? Getting enough sleep, being on time, contributing in lessons, having a health diet. What else can you think of?


	Wed
	How do we grow and develop?
	Discuss what growing and developing looks like. We could grow physically, mentally, socially, emotionally, spiritually…
What might it look like in each of these areas?

Show a picture of an oak tree seed, and then what the tree turns into. Explain that this is like you when you start in reception, growing as you move through the school. 



	Fri
	How are we equipping you?
	The last part of our vision for you as children is to ‘equip and send out.’

Look at this picture. What equipment does this mountain climber need? Show the kit list. Look at how many things this climber needs in order to succeed.
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Think about school as giving you the right equipment for the rest of your life. We are giving you skills you need so that you can succeed.

What skills are we giving you? Discuss together.
Being able to read, being able to write, solving friendship problems, playing nicely together, talking in front of other people, drawing etc. Create a big list.

When you leave our school, which you all will, we want you all to be able to face any challenges and bring your best.





	Week 7
WC. 23rd October

	Themes: New vision series: 

	Day
	Focus
	Input

	Mon
	What successes can we
	Celebrate successes
What have you done well this term? How have you settled into your new year group? Maybe have children share some of their examples of work in preparation for ‘Celebration Assembly.’ 

Discuss how those children are role-models to everyone here. Can we set some goals for the new half term?

Specifically take time to link to our value of CONTRIBUTION.


	Wed
	How have you contributed?
	As a phase, give out some awards/praise for children who have contributed to the classroom. Do a little presentation where you champion these children – can the children name things that these children have done well.


	Fri
	
	Celebration Assembly
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